
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Monday, May 13, 2019 - 10:30 PM 

 
Noel Merrihew, Chairperson 
Michael Marnell, Vice-Chairperson 
 
Chairman Merrihew called this Economic Development/Planning/Publicity Meeting to order at 11:00 
am with the following Supervisors in attendance: Robin DeLoria, Archie Depo, Stephanie DeZalia, 
Shaun Gillilland, Joseph Giordano, Charles Harrington, Ron Jackson, Michael Marnell, Stephen 
McNally, Noel Merrihew, James Monty, Gerald Morrow, Roby Politi, Thomas Scozzafava, Ike Tyler, 
Joe Pete Wilson and Davina Winemiller. Randy Preston had been previously excused.  

 
Department Heads present: Daniel Palmer and Anna Reynolds. Dan Manning was absent. 
 
Deputies present: Dina Garvey, and Jim Dougan. 
 
Also present: Steve McDonald - Cornell Cooperative Extension. Carol Calabrese, Jody Olcott, 
Aurora McCaffery and Jim McKenna had been previously excused.  
 
 
MERRIHEW: I will call the Economic Development Committee to order, please have your seats and 
we shall move forward with the agenda.  
First on the agenda, the Industrial Development Agency have been excused today, that includes the 
Empire Zone, so out of the box will we have Ms. Anna Reynolds.  
 
 
 

**************************** 
 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Industrial Development Agency (IDA), with Jody Olcott 
and Carol Calabrese having been previously excused.  
 

 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was Community Resources with Anna Reynolds reporting as 
follows: 
 
REYNOLDS: Good morning, there’s no 239Ns today. We did submit the County Farmland 
Protection Grant a couple of weeks ago. We expect an award anytime now, June or July.  
So, many of you have heard the Environment Facilities Corporation is doing a presentation here, 
12:30 on the 20th; which is next Monday. Please attend; you’ve probably all received calls and 
emails. We are doing, our office is doing a tentative presentation, as well, with a couple of the 
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Supervisors.  
Another workshop coming up is June 5th at the Town of Minerva Community Center and it’s for water 
operators and sewer operators and it’s really to target financial systems and efficiencies within the 
plant management, as well as working with the accounting and decision makers at the town. So, I 
encourage all town board members that would like to attend, supervisors that would like to attend 
with their operators and plant staff. They can get the points through DEC/DOH, it’s a full day event, 
but it’s been known as a very good workshop, so just let me know if you have any questions about 
attending that. Anything about the presentations coming up? 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments? I guess not. We are fully prepared and anticipating money.  
 
REYNOLDS: The next one is, as you know, we’re moving by next Monday and we have been doing 
a lot of filing and trying to organize our files and so one of my ideas is to hire a company to 
effectively scan and document our project files. So, I got a quote for NYSID, New York State 
Industries for the Disabled to scan those project files. So, I would like a resolution authorizing the 
County Community Resources Department to enter into a contract with NYSID for the amount not to 
exceed $7,980.00 for the scanning services. This will come from the miscellaneous funds from our 
account.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY RESOURCES DEPARTMENT TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH NYSID, NEW YORK STATE INDUSTRIES FOR THE DISABLED IN THE 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $7,980.00 FOR SCANNING SERVICES TO COME FROM 
BUDGETED MISCELLANEOUS FUNDS.  
Marnell, Winemiller 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the resolution? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed?  
 
REYNOLDS: Some accounting, a resolution authorizing a budget amendment in the Community 
Resources Department to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount of $1,587,653.58, 
NYSERDA Cleaner/Greener carryover funds from 2016 to 2017.  
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT TO INCREASE REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,587,653.58, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF FUNDS FROM 2016 TO 2017 
Harrington, Morrow.  
 
MERRIHEW: Congratulations on that. Questions or comments on the resolution? Being none, all 
those in favor? Opposed? Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: The next year, resolution authorizing a budget amendment in the Community 
Resources Department to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount of $1,502,819.78, 
NYSERDA Cleaner/Greener carryover funds from 2017 to 2018.  
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT TO INCREASE REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,502,819.78, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF FUNDS FROM 2017 TO 2018 
Winemiller, DeZalia 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions or comments on the resolution? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLDS: And lastly, a resolution authorizing a budget amendment in the Community Resources 
Department to increase revenues and appropriations in the amount of $804,508.00 NYSERDA 
Cleaner/Greener carryover funds from 2018 to 2019. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A BUDGET AMENDMENT IN THE COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
DEPARTMENT TO INCREASE REVENUES AND APPROPRIATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$804,508.00, NYSERDA CLEANER/GREENER CARRYOVER OF FUNDS FROM 2018 TO 2019.  
Morrow, Tyler 
 
MERRIHEW: Questions, comments on the resolution? Being none, all those in favor? Opposed? 
Motion carries.  
 
REYNOLD: That is all.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much.  
 
POLITI: What is the purpose of those monies?  
 
REYNOLDS: The Greener Cleaner was the, it was the County application, it included multiple not-
for-profits and communities. It was, it’s currently being administered by ANCA.  
 
POLITI: Okay, its $3.8 million, what is the… 
 
REYNOLDS: Oh, the total, currently, right now that we are administrating is the $804,000.00 
amount, as some was spent over the years and the project, the digester, was removed.  
 
POLITI: That is what I was wondering.  
 
REYNOLDS: Okay 
 
POLITI: Was the digester part of this?  
 
REYNOLDS: Correct.  
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POLITI: So, if it was removed, are those funds, where did the funds go?  
 
REYNOLDS: The funds were reallocated to other projects and the grant amount was decreased.  
 
POLITI: Okay, so the money, you spent the money?  
 
REYNOLDS: Some of it. It’s being spent slowly.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further comments or questions for Anna while she’s here?  
 
JACKSON: Yeah, I would like to thank your department of all the help in getting that Northern 
Borders Grant in. I know the odds are against us getting that grant. They expanded it from 7 
counties to 24 counties and they did increase the grant money, but only from $2.5 to $3.5, so our 
chances are not very high when you consider how many counties, towns, and cities that are eligible 
to apply, but I appreciate the help very much.  
 
REYNOLDS: Certainly, stay positive.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: On Mr. Politi’s question, the funds that are leftover, this NYSERDA, 
Cleaner/Greener, I mean is that money committed to projects?  
 
REYNOLDS: Yeah, it’s currently a grant contract that we have with NYSERDA.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Those are all committed funds?  
 
REYNOLDS: Correct 
 
SCOZZAFAVA: I’m a little bit confused on that.  
 
REYNOLDS: Yeah, there’s 5 or 6 contracts within the NYSERDA contract. There’s North Country 
School, Hotel Saranac, there’s a few others.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: That’s fine, thank you.  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Anna while she is here? Being none, thank you 
very much, Anna Reynolds.  
 
WINEMILLER: I’m sorry, it’s okay, it wasn’t a question. I just wanted to, on behalf of St. Armand to 
thank Essex County Planning for all their assistance and we are truly grateful for their ongoing 
assistance in the future.  
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MERRIHEW: Thank you very much. I think we all feel indebted.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Ditto 
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you again.  
 
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Historical Society with Aurora McCaffrey having been 
excused.  
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item on the agenda was the Cornell Cooperative with Steve McDonald reporting as 
follows:  
 
 
MERRIHEW: Good morning, Steve.  
 
MCDONALD: Good morning, Cornell Cooperative Extension Essex County would like to highlight a 
few things today. We’re currently in the process of writing a regional SNAP Ed Grant to bring 
nutrition education back to Essex County for those that are most needing those services. That grant 
is through the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance Program. I gathered letters of supports 
from the Essex County DSS Commissioner, as well as school districts from Willsboro, Ticonderoga 
and Minerva. The next thing is we’re in the process of printing our local food guide. That helps local 
people, as well as, tourists to connect with local foods and help with our local economy and then 
please mark your date for the Adirondack Harvest Festival scheduled for September 20th and 21st, 
you’ll all be invited to that with the long table dinner being held, September 20th, that’s a Friday night 
and then a large farmer’s market on the 21st.  
And the next item I’d like to address to you guys, there’s been a lot of interest in the North Country 
District about hemp production. We have not received many phone calls in Essex County, yet, but I 
do anticipate that to be happening and as Supervisors I think you might be, you might be prepared 
to educate yourselves on hemp production, because you’ll be fielding questions from your 
constituents on hemp and what it is. The main thing that we’re seeing is consumer education. 
People think hemp is marijuana; which it is not. So, that is something that we could offer to you all, if 
you’re interested in it. A little, you know piece on what hemp is. Currently there’s 18 processing 
plants in New York State that are using hemp to make different products, one of which is a fire 
retardant building that you make out of the fibers from hemp and the CBD oils; which has a lot of 
health benefits related to it. So, if that’s something you’re interested in we can certainly provide that 
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to you to help you better field questions as they come in.  
Does anybody have any questions, that’s all I have for today?  
 
MERRIHEW: Any questions for Mr. McDonald?  
 
HARRINGTON: I had read somewhere that realizing that George Washington was a farmer, he had 
stated that if you’re going to be successful in farming then you’re going to raise hemp. So, take it 
from there.  
 
GIORDANO: Are you sure he didn’t mean hell?  
 
MERRIHEW: Further questions or comments for Steve?  
 
MCDONALD: I am looking into getting a permit to have a few hemp plants available for educational 
purposes at our county fair, in a way to educate the public on hemp and its products and what it is. I 
think that’s our first step.  
 
MERRIHEW: Good deal, thank you very much.  
 
MCDONALD: Thank you.  
 
 

**************************** 
 

 The next item was the Regional Office of Sustainable Tourism (ROOST), with Jim McKenna 
having been previously excused and no report given. 
 
MERRIHEW: Mr. McKenna had been excused this morning, is there further business to come 
before the committee?  
 
HARRINGTON: Yes, I met with the representative from ROOST and with the Director of the Crown 
Point Historic Site in regards to our concerns of 9N and 22 and the bike path. We also discussed the 
feasibility of establishing a bike ferry from the historic site to Moriah. ROOST is taking the lead on 
that.  
Also, as a result of this I did receive a phone call from the gentleman who is heading up the bike 
path and he did address the Rock Cuts concerns and he said that they might establish a camera 
which would then generate flashing lights or they might establish a button and that too would initiate 
a flashing light and his final words was, this is not a priority. We’re not pushing a bike path through 
this area. We’re pushing all the other areas and if you go to their website, you will see there’s all 
kinds of plans for the roads for this bike path, but when you come between Crown Point and Moriah 
there’s nothing there. So, we just have to keep pushing and pushing and sooner or later we will have 
a plan that will address the safety concerns of bikers utilizing this trail.  
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On a totally different issue or concern and that is that Joseph Keegan was endorsed as the next 
President of North Country Community College. One of the, I was certainly an advocate for Joseph. 
You will remember that he was very instrumental in establishing the educational segment of the 
EMS projects that goes from CVES and then flows into North Country Community College. Joseph 
is also an alumni of North Country Community College and is currently an administrator at North 
Country Community College; which eliminates the 2 year process of getting your feet wet. So, I 
certainly do believe that he is going to be a breath of fresh air and add some security to North 
Country Community College. I know that Joe Pete was very active in this process, too and I’m sure 
he also has some comments.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much Mr. Harrington, I appreciate your insights.  
 
WILSON: Thank you for bringing that up Charlie. Again, so I went to graduation, there were some 
other Supervisors at graduation this weekend and I know Joe is already looking forward to getting in 
office and reaching out to individual supervisors to hear what’s going on in their towns and how the 
college might fit in. So, I am really looking forward to having Joe. I think he’s going to get off on the 
right foot for us.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much, Mr. Wilson.  
 
GILLILLAND: I talked to him, I believe he’s going to be coming next week, actually to your 
committee, the two Presidents, I guess the incoming and outgoing, to discuss, he is looking forward 
to talking and getting community college into the community. I agree with Charlie, he’s going to be a 
breath of fresh air and is going to really, try to make the community college an asset to the Counties.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you.  
 
JACKSON: Nothing to do with the bike path, just 1:00 is EMS meeting.  
 
MERRIHEW: Thank you very much for the reminder.  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: Yeah, I was notified last Wednesday or Friday from DOT that they plan to, I believe 
late this week or early next week, pave the Rock Cuts.  
 
MERRIHEW: What?  
 
SCOZZAFAVA: They are going to repave the Rock Cuts; which has been a long time coming, but I 
am sure this bicycle path has a lot to do with that.  
 
MERRIHEW: Yup, congratulations on your ongoing efforts, along with Mr. Harrington.  
Further questions or comments, other business to come before the Committee? Being none, we 
stand adjourned.  
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AS THERE WAS NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THIS ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT/PLANNING/PUBLICITY COMMITTEE IT WAS ADJOURNED AT 11:19 AM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dina Garvey, Deputy 
Clerk of the Board 


